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Abstract

This paper aims to illustrate how Donald Trump’s rhetoric shifted and how YouTube
comments responded to his speech videos before and after the 2024 U.S. presidential election.
We analyze three of his speeches: a campaign speech in Las Vegas in September 2024, a
victory speech in Florida immediately following election day, and the inauguration speech in
January 2025, employing wordcloud, sentiment analysis, and topic modeling. We also examine
YouTube comments on these speech videos by comparing toxicity scores. The results reveal
distinct characteristics in his speeches depending on the election stage, but shifts in toxicity
in YouTube comments do not correspond directly to those rhetorical strategies. Thus, the
question remains whether Trump’s speeches or social media more strongly promote

polarization in the U.S.
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