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Abstract

Former Kumamoto Governor Ikuo Kabashima delivered his talk titled “From Political Science to Politics”
to approximately 100 sophomore students at Tsuda University. A political scientist specializing in voting
behavior, he shared his first election campaign strategy, which focused on gaining maximum votes from
diverse voter groups across political parties and ensuring that candidate evaluations were meaningful. His
unique life journey, from a poor childhood in a rural Kumamoto village to becoming a professor at the
University of Tokyo with a Ph.D. from Harvard, shaped his approach. As a governor, he applied several
political theories, including Neustadt’s leadership theory, which posits that a leader must set policies
within six months, and Huntington’s gap theory, which suggests that leaders must meet citizens’
expectation without fueling dissatisfaction. Dr. Kabashima emphasized the importance of remaining

hopeful in the face of challenges and making the impossible possible to enhance our lives and happiness.
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