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Human Rights and Society-from an interdisciplinary approach:

Community Pantries and the Distributive Justice: Rethinking Approaches to Governing 
Welfare in times of Crisis, by Maria Kristina G. Alinsunurin

Abstract
The community pantry phenomenon, initiated by civil society actors, at first seems to be an 
act of charity but mirrors a broader development challenge faced by the Philippine society. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has further exacerbated the past social issues that were left 
unaddressed: food insecurity, fractured social protection systems, and arbitrary and 
discretion-based approach to welfare responses. Although these issues affect different classes 
of society, the inherent Filipino bayanihan, or community cooperation, of helping others 
made it possible for solidarity-led initiatives like the community pantry to thrive. However, 
this paper argues that beyond charity, the principles of distributive justice and decent 
provision for those who have the least must be the guiding principles in governing welfare, 
especially in a crisis. Furthermore, it also shows that the concept of community solidarity is 
shaped by socio-political circumstances, thus questioning the meaning of bayanihan in the 
present. The paper also revisits the nuanced views between food charity and the right to food. 
It suggests right-based approaches and multi-sectoral strategies for tackling food insecurity 
during the pandemic.  
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